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There are several problems in the continuous declining in Japan’s growth rate of population.

First of all, it will shrink the economic power and scale. Its symbolic indicator is the declining of GDP(Gross
Domestic Product). Of course, it is humans who produce goods and services, so the decrease of population is sure to
lead to a withering economy.

It is not too much to say that the population is the key factor of the economy. The development of any country is
based on the steady increase of population. Its stable size leads to the expansion of production and consumption.
Moreover, it causes the development of sound social policy and infrastructure, such as housing improvement, water
or electricity supplies, sanitation systems, paved roads, railways, port facilities, and so on.

Secondly, the problem in Japan is not just the population decrease. Its birthrate is going down and its society is
aging. So the declining number of births and increasingly elderly population will be problematic for Japan in terms of
not only the country’s economic future but also the future of the country itself. The ever-smaller working population
cannot sustain the lives of the ever-increasing elderly population. At a time when the labor force is shrinking because
of the falling birth rate and the aging population, fewer and fewer social resources will be left for the elderly. More to
the point, under the present population composition, we are unable to sustain ourselves.

Thirdly, one of the aims of the social welfare system is to provide money for retired workers. However,
increasingly growing demands for annual pension set off budget squeeze. Therefore, to prevent further deterioration,
the government will raise the age at which pensions are payable and reduce the amount of pensions. Of course, it
severely deteriorates the quality of life of the elderly.

In conclusion, the declining of Japan’s population threatens to shatter the lives of the entire people.
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